
Pleasanton Sidewalk “Rally”



Introduction
and Disclaimer*

This fun Walking Rally was created drawing heavily on the Downtown 
Pleasanton Association’s posted Historic Walking Tour of 
Pleasanton

To make learning and touring Pleasanton into a fun get-to-know-
another-group game, it requires you add players (up to 25 people), 
envelopes/pens, and select a fun place to meet to review your 
experience once complete.

* - All clues were correct and accurate at time of posting, but organizers 
should walk the course and confirm clues and answers, or endure 
the wrath of your extra-competitive participants.

Photographs and Rally created by Frank Napoleon, Jr
Send comments to JTandEmma@Yahoo.com

www.lulu.com/JTM



Sidewalk Rally Rules

Walking Rally Boundaries
• Most clues can be answered without leaving 

Main Street or talking to strangers (most as is some
clues do require leaving Main Street or talking to someone)

– You do not need to go further North than the 
Pleasanton Hotel

– You do not need to go further South than Vic’s All-star 
Restaurant

– You do not need to go East or West off of Main Street 
(unless otherwise noted and then not further than one 
half a block).



History of our Town
Alisal (renamed Pleasanton in 1894) was first settled in the 1850s by Spanish 

families fortunate enough to be granted huge tracts of land as a result of the 
abandonment of the California Mission system. Alisal was located on one of 
the main routes to the gold fields and quickly became a mercantile stopover 
for the many miners seeking fortune in the Mother Lode. 

The village’s climate and rich soil conditions were ideal for growing a variety of 
crops, including hops, barley and red oat hay. By 1900 Pleasanton had 
become the agribusiness center for the Amador Valley. Among the many 
crops of the valley, hops played the largest role in making Pleasanton 
internationally famous. Many of the buildings that you will see today were 
built from the revenues generated from the hop fields. 

In the first half of the 20th century, other towns in the area began to remodel 
and tear down their older buildings in the name of progress. Fortunately, 
during that time, downtown Pleasanton was off of the beaten track. 
Pleasanton did not have the need to tear down and improve its central 
business district, because there was no market for services in downtown 
Pleasanton. The town was essentially frozen in time during one of the most 
historically destructive periods of modern history, the era of the late 1950s 
through the early 1970s. 

As you walk down Main Street, enjoy these treasures that were spared by 
those who could have destroyed them in the name of "progress." 



Rules - for the Outer Envelope* 
ROAD RALLY – 200X

TEAM: ______________ 

Departure Time: _____________________________
Arrival Time: _______________________________

CLUES
• Total number of clues are X, all in this envelope
• Solve clues in consecutive order
• Each clue envelop should be carefully opened to record your answer to the 

previous clue based on which side of the envelop is opened.

BONUS POINTS 
• Walk-by Bonus - You need to be observant to record your answers while enjoying 

your Rally. Answer all questions BEFORE you arrive to enjoy these additional 
points.

SCORING
• Attempt to answer all clues. Each correctly answered clue is worth 100 points, 

incorrect deducts 50 points
• Each Walk by Bonus is worth 5 points
• Teams arriving after X:00pm at the secret spot will be penalized 25 points
• Opening the Panic Envelop will deduct 25 points
• Earliest Arrival Bonus – 50 points (two correct walking clues minimum required)

STUCK? 
• You may use your cell phone to call ________  but each cell call for answers cost 

25 points, obscure hints cost 15 points, rude disconnects are free! 

* - One large 
envelope per 
team holds 
clue envelops, 
panic envelop, 
and pens



Game Set Up
Put clues in separate 

envelopes and into a 
single large envelope*

Write one correct answer 
and three wrong 
answers along each 
side of the clue 
envelopes**

To keep teams from 
splitting up the clues, 
each envelop (after 
the first) must be 
opened along one 
side, the side of the 
envelop that has the 
correct answer to the 
prior clue.

*- Clue numbers are blank to allow 
you to number them differently so 
each team works in a different 
sequence.

** - Use “privacy” envelops is your 
group is prone to cheating!

Envelop One Question

“The sun rises in the __”

East

North

S
ou

th
W

est
Envelope 1

Envelope 2

Envelope opened 
along this side would 
be awarded points

Envelope 3+

Chocolate



Clue # _____
This 1864 building was one of the first 

commercial buildings in town. It 
originally housed a general store, bar 
and Wells Fargo stagecoach stop.

The upper floor housed a brothel for many 
years, and some Pleasanton residents 
have reported seeing a "full-figured 
ghost lady" in the front second story 
window. 

Chinese laborers constructed a connection 
in the basement to the town's 
underground tunnels. 

During the 1870s, Chinese people were 
discouraged from residing in town, so 
many lived in the underground tunnels, 
which ran between this building and 
855 Main St., now the Pleasanton 
Hotel. Most of the tunnels collapsed in 
the 1920s when Main Street was 
paved. 

Open Envelop #___ as the answer to this question:
What is the phone number of the payphone in front of this location?



Clue # _____

This wood false-front building was 
constructed in 1889 as C.H. Dall's
Harness and Saddlery.

A woman's image can be seen in the 
cameo over the door. 

Many times a ghost has been seen 
here, usually early on Saturday 
mornings, and always wearing a 
blue Victorian dress. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What is the phone number on the Laser Security just to the right of this image?



Clue # _____
This was the site of the Fashion 

Livery Stable from 1902 to 
1937. The present terra cotta 
brick building was erected in 
1937 as the French Steam 
Laundry. 

While white people dealt with the 
public at the front counter, 
Chinese people actually 
performed laundry services in 
the small building at the rear. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many horse heads are there on pillars in this parking lot?



Clue # _____
This highly detailed wood-framed 

building was constructed in 
1890 and was originally 
occupied by the Kolb General 
Merchandise Store.

In 1954, the detailing was covered 
by stucco and the building was 
expanded to hold this famous 
eatery.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What brand of cigarette is advertised in the window of this restaurant?



Clue # _____
This building was constructed in 

1932 for $6,000 and was 
originally occupied by the 
Hagstrom Food Store. 

Sletten's Department Store was 
here from 1951 to 1955 when 
Townsend Hardware occupied 
the building. 

Today, it is one of the many 
masonry buildings in town 
which have been seismically 
retrofitted to meet current 
earthquake standards.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What video driving game can you play in this place?



Clue # _____
This Mission Revival style 

building was constructed in 
about 1910 as the Pleasanton 
First National Bank. 

It later became Community First 
Bank, and hosted Pleasanton’s 
first rose show.

In 1926, the bank was robbed of 
$9,000, a huge sum of money 
in those days. The robbers 
were never caught. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
The entryway to this building has blue paint on how many tiles?



Clue # _____

Built in 1904 as Schneer
Mortuary, and later as 
Graham Mortuary, this 
Mission Revival building 
has a front picture 
window that was used to 
display the deceased in 
their coffins. 

The walkway to the right is 
the old driveway for the 
hearse.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What is the model number on the security box to the right of this entryway?



Clue # _____

A favorite location for clues 
during last year’s Rally.

Last year there was a 
difference of opinion over 
the number of red 
scarves worn by the 
cowboys in this mural.

You must venture about ½ 
block off Main Street to 
solve this clue.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many parking places are reserved along this wall for “NM Sales”?



Clue # _____
In 1852 John Kottinger originally had 

a small store here. 
In 1864, the Farmer's Hotel was built 

on the site. In the 1880s a woman 
was murdered in one of the 
upstairs hallways. 

By 1900 there were ladies available in 
small houses in the back of the 
hotel for the company of male 
guests. 

The exterior of the hotel was 
remodeled to its current Victorian 
style in 1919, and the hotel was 
re-named the Riverside Hotel. 

It stopped being a hotel during the 
1960s, and today private offices 
occupy the second floor. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What day does the Rotary Club Meet here?



Clue # _____
Built in 1938, this Moderne

style building was the 
second Pleasanton 
grocery store location for 
the Safeway chain. 

The new faux stucco 
elements now cover all of 
the Moderne architectural 
details of the original 
structure. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What penal code (posted on the north wall) forbids loitering?



Clue # _____
Built in 1876, this building 

was originally a saddle 
shop and later a saloon.

During prohibition (1919 -
1933) the front of the 
store became an ice-
cream parlor, while the 
back was a speakeasy.

Earl Warren, then Alameda 
County district attorney, 
eventually put an end to 
these illegal activities. 

You must venture ½ block 
off Main Street to answer 
this clue.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What is this artist of this mural’s first name?



Clue # _____
In 1874, the Victorian style 

Germania Hotel was built on 
this site by John Kottinger. 

In 1881 it was renamed the 
Pleasanton Hotel. This version 
of the Pleasanton Hotel was 
torn down in 1931 when John 
Amaral built a gasoline station 
for $5,000 in the Mission 
Revival style. 

This address was used as a 
garage for the adjacent gas 
station. The arches seen on 
this building were the 
entrances to the garage

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many flag holders are on the front of this building?



Clue # _____
Herman Kolln built these terra 

cotta style brick buildings in 
about 1928. 

One address was a Greyhound 
Bus Terminal until 1956. 

The other address was originally 
Harzell's Drug Store, and later 
Jorgensen's Drug Store, 
Pleasanton's own corner drug 
store. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many diamonds adorn the top front of this building?



Clue # _____

These terra cotta brick style 
buildings were built in 
1926 and 1929, 
respectively. 

Later, an in-fill structure, 
The Tack Room, was 
built, connecting the two 
buildings. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What is the horse’s name?



Clue # _____
This 1888 Colonial Revival 

structure was originally the 
home of the prominent Jerome 
Arendt family. 

The Actress Mary Pickford stayed 
here in 1917 when she was in 
town filming Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm. 

In later years the building became 
apartments and later served as 
the school district offices.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
A brick at the entrance to this eatery has the First name of the Police Chief in 1981

Hint: These are Iron Cactuses (Cacti?)



Clue # _____
This Spanish Colonial style 

building was constructed in 
1915 as the City Hall on land 
donated by the Pleasanton 
Women's Improvement Club. 

Phoebe Apperson Hearst donated 
money (anonymously) to 
construct the building. At one 
time it housed the public 
library, the Women's 
Improvement Club, city offices, 
council chambers and police 
department. 

It remained home to the police 
department for many years. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many clusters of grapes adorn this stained glass door entry?



Clue # _____

This Italianate style building 
was constructed around 
1898 and housed a post 
office and stationary 
store.

Architecturally, this building 
is one of the few narrow 
false front Italianate 
buildings remaining in 
their original condition on 
Main Street.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many panes of glass make up the stained glass above this door?



Clue # _____
Built in 1879 in the Richardson 

Romanesque style, this 
building was first the 
Bohemian Café, then another 
bar called The Starting Gate.

There used to be a connection 
from the basement in this 
building to the underground 
tunnels. 

The Italianate keystone arches 
and ornate brick detailing were 
deservingly re-exposed during 
the building's renovation 
in1990.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
Our newest restaurant has the owners name how many times (one in reverse)?



Clue # _____
Originally a bar was sold to Milt and 

Julie Dunham in 1949. The 
Dunhams were in the horse racing 
business and Milt had promised 
Julie he would get out of the 
business some day. 

When one of their horses finished last 
at Bay Meadows that year, Milt 
decided to buy a bar. At the time, 
they couldn't afford the $50 to 
change the bar sign so it stayed.

Known as a family place, children 
were welcome to sleep in the 
adjoining Dunham home if they 
got tired before their parents were 
ready to leave. 

This clue is ½ block off Main Street.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
How many wooden squares are on the sidewalk barrier to valet parking?



Clue # _____

This Craftsman Stick style 
building was constructed 
in 1895 as a Southern 
Pacific Railroad Depot.

The original train station on 
this site was moved to 
Second Street in 1894.

This clue is ½ block off Main 
Street. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
Exactly how many miles is it from this landmark to Sacramento?



Clue # _____

Across from where concerts 
are heard each summer 
Wednesday night.

This self-service machine 
has got to be one of the 
largest vending machines 
in town! 

This clue is 1 block off Main 
Street.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What is the phone number on the sign on this really coool building?



Clue # _____
The roof parapet of this building proudly 

displays a construction date of 1896. 
Mr. George Johnston built this building 
and was known as one of the town's 
benefactors. He was a wealthy farmer 
and rancher who primarily raised 
sheep. 

The building is of the Richardson 
Romanesque style with palladium 
windows. 

The Johnston building was first a 
mercantile store in 1896 and later 
became a harness shop with a 
fraternal lodge hall upstairs. In 1910 it 
became Lethams Bakery and Coffee 
Shop, a popular meeting spot for 
prominent town leaders of the day. 

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What was James Phelan’s Middle Initial?



Clue # _____
This is a drop-in, fun for 

all, do art yourself 
place where we help 
you love making art.

They offer classes, 
private lessons
events and parties
workshops.

Open Envelop #__ as the answer to this question:
What day of the week are they closed?



Finish!/Panic!
If you’ve opened this envelop after solving your last clue, proceed immediately to 

our celebration location for refreshments where points will be tallied, tales will be 
shared, complaints ignored.

If you’ve opened this envelop before solving your last clue (cause you were running 
out of time or hurt or otherwise gave up), please proceed immediately to our 
celebration location anyway for refreshments, where points will be tallied (less for 
your team), tales will be shared, complaints ignored.

Where?
Name

Address 
Phone

Orderable Desserts
Pastries/Scones $2.75
NY Cheesecake $4.25
Carrot Cake $4.00
Tres Leche Cake $4.00
Neiman Marcus Cake $4.00

Delight in a piece of our Annual Rally Cake plus….

Orderable Drinks
Sodas, Gourmet Coffees, Teas, Hot 
Chocolate

Be sure and thank Bistro owner Charley 
for staying open “late” by 

ordering drinks and other items!



Walk-By Bonus Questions
Each question answered is worth 5 points for a tota l of 50 points. Good Luck!

1. How many street signs along Main Street actually  read “Main Street”? _________

2. How many horns are on top of the famous Pleasant on street sign? _________

3. What is the price of Premium Unleaded Gas at the  downtown station? $________ 

4. How many times does the name Domus appear on thei r canvas awnings? _________

5. How many handles are on the water fountain in fr ont of the Museum? _________

6. What is the address to the Rose Hotel? _________

7. How many palm trees are planted outside of the B lue Agave Club? _________

8. What time does Cold Stone Creamery close on a Sa turday Night? _________

9. How many mats are unrolled on the floor of Marti al Arts America? _________

10.  What is the next Loto Jackpot worth (Pleasanton  Liquor Store)? _________



Spoiler Warning!

Answers to the 23 clues and Walk-By
follow on the next pages



Answers

Three17

Monday28Debbie16

“D”2760215

846-863326Thursday14

97 9/10  25Three13

60 (Haps)24320012

5 (Berts)23Six are painted blue11

2022California Speed10

Four21L&M (Deans)9

Bill Eastman202 (1 is missing from the third pillar)8

“Gus”19415-796-79037

4018925-846-8901 (Gay 90’s Pizza)6

AnswerSlideAnswerSlide



Walk-By Bonus Answers
Each question answered is worth 5 points for a tota l of 50 points. Good Luck!

1. How many street signs along Main Street actually  read “Main St”? _ 9 _

2. How many horns are on top of the famous Pleasant on street sign? _Two, Two others are lights________

3. What is the price of Premium Unleaded Gas at the  downtown station? $_Check day of the rally_______ 

4. How many times does the name Domus appear on thei r canvas awnings? __13_______

5. How many handles are on the water fountain in fr ont of the Museum? __1 (the other is a push button)_ ______

6. What is the address to the Rose Hotel? __807 Main_______

7. How many palm trees are planted outside of the B lue Agave Club? __2 planted, 3 others potted_______

8. What time does Cold Stone Creamery close on a Sa turday Night? __10pm_______

9. How many mats are unrolled on the floor of Marti al Arts America? ___Check day of the rally______

10.  What is the next Loto Jackpot worth (Pleasanton  Liquor Store)? Check day of the rally_________



Score Sheet

Earliest Arrival Bonus – 50 points (two correct walking clues minimum required)

Opening the Panic Envelop will deduct 25 points

Teams arriving after 8:00pm at the secret spot will be penalized 25 points

Each Walk by Bonus is worth 5 points

Attempt to answer all clues. Each correctly answered clue is worth 100 points, incorrect 
deducts 50 points

Walk-by Bonus - You need to be observant to record your answers while enjoying your 
Rally. Answer all questions BEFORE you arrive to enjoy these additional points.

BONUS POINTS

Arrival TimeWalk By Bonus PointsClue PointsTeam

Road Rally Score Sheet


